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ROYAL SOCIETY'S YELLOWKNIFE SYMPOSIUM 
MARKS CENTENARY OF TRANSFER OF ARCTIC ISLANDS TO CANADA 


OTTAWA (July 31,1980) - Governor General Edward Schreyer, Honorary 
Patron of the Royal Society of Canada, will be keynote speaker at the Society's 
three-day symposium at Yellowknife, N.W.T., marking transfer of the Arctic 
Islands to Canada by Great Britain one hundred years ago. 

The August 11 to 13 symposium, "A Century of Canada's Arctic Islands - 
1880-1980" will be hosted by Northwest Territories Commissioner John Parker. 
Conference Chairman is Dr. Morris Zaslow, Professor of History, University of 
Western Ontario. Mr. Bernard Loiselle, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Honourable John Munro, Minister of Indian and Norther Affairs, will be the 
Luncheon Speaker on Tuesday, August 12th. Mrs. Huguette Labelle, Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Corporate Policy, Department of Indian and Northern Affairs, will be 
Chairman of the Wednesday Morning Session August 13th. 

The Symposium's objective is to review and evaluate achievements of 
the past century, direct Bee tpn to the Arctic Islands, and promote national 
interest by helping affirm Canada's commitment to sovereignty in the Canadian 
North. 

Distinguished Canadians will present papers on the historical, 
administrative, scientific, social and economic aspects of past development and 
future prospects of the region, with particular emphasis on the Arctic Islands. 


These papers will be published and available through the Royal Society of Canada. 


(Symposium Program: P.T.O.) 
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ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA SYMPOSIUM - YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T., AUGUST 11-13, 1980 


"A CENTURY OF CANADA'S ARCTIC ISLANDS -1880-1980" 


SESSIONS AND SPEAKERS 


Monday Morning Session - August 11th 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

An Arctic Islands retrospect of sea and air exploration during the 
past century. The main Canadian explorers to brave the Northwest Passage in 
the last 100 years were Joseph Elzéar Bernier, Captain of the "Arctic", and 
Henry Larsen, Captain of the "St. Roch". 


Chairman: Dr. Morris Zaslow, Chairman of the Symposium. 


* Inuit Prehistory and Archeology: Activities of field parties 
working in the Islands, importance of archeological resources, Inuit 
prehistory over the past 4000 years and successive waves of migrants who 
have occupied the region. 

Archeologists Peter Schlederman, Assistant Professor of 
Archeology, University of Calgary and Acting Director, Arctic Institute of 
North America, and Dr. Robert Janes, Director of the Prince of Wales Norther 
Heritage Centre at Yellowknife. 
* Geographical Explorations to 1880: Hugh N. Wallace, History 
Professor, Mount St. Vincent University, Halifax, a specialist in the 
history of Arctic exploration in the Nineteenth Century, will review 


exploration activity and mapping of the Arctic Islands. 


soe 


Sey 
* Major Explorations -1880-1980: Alan Cooke, Consultant, Centre of 

Northern Studies and Research, McGill University, is a frequent contributor 

on Arctic explorers and explorations, bibliographer, and compiler (with 

Clive Holland)of The Exploration of Northern Canada, 500 to 1920: A Chronology. 
* The Whaling Era (the first commercial exploitation of the Arctic 

Islands): W. Gillies Ross, Professor of Geography, Bishop's University, 

Lennoxville, Quebec, has published several articles on the Canadian North 


and the recent book Whalers and Eskimos: Hudson Bay, 1860-1915. 
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Monday Afternoon Session - August 11th 


ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES 


Chairman: Dr. B.W. Hodgins, Professor of History, Trent University, 


Peterborough, Ontario. 


* Police, Missionaries, Fur Traders - 1880-1940: Dr Morris Zaslow, 
Professor of History, University of Western Ontario, former Editor of Ontario 
History and the General Series of the Champlain Society; has written on 
varied aspects of Northern Canada and published The Opening of the Canadian 
North 1870-1914 and The Story of the Geological Survey of Canada, 1842-1972. 

* The Role of the Arctic Islands in Defence: Dr. Richard J. Diubaldo, 
Associate Professor of History, Concordia University, Montreal, author 
of Stefansson and the Canadian Arctic and a number of articles on Canadian- 


American relations in the North. 


cas 


* The Evolution of Arctic Ships and Shipping: Arctic Navigation 
Consultant, Captain Thomas C. Pullen who began his Arctic career as 
Captain of the H.M.C.S. Labrador, has also sailed in the Manhattan as 
adviser on ice navigation. During the past century, he and his famous 
forebears, Captain W.J.S. Pullen and Captain T.C. Pullen have contributed 
to maritime technology advances through the sail age to nuclear icebreakers 
and submarines. Several sites in the Arctic honour the Pullen family, 
among them an island, a strait and a mountain. 

* Arctic Aviation: will be jointly addressed by Brigadier General 

Keith R. Greenaway and Moira Dunbar, who have served with the Defence Research 
Board of Canada and co-authored Arctic Canada from the Air. Miss Dunbar, 
renowned geographer, is an authority on sea ice and Arctic history. Brigadier 
General Greenaway, a former Department of Indian and Northern Affairs science 
adviser, is internationally recognized for his pioneering work in the Arctic air 


navigation. 
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Tuesday Morning Session - August 12th 


SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS 

Chairman: Dr. O. M.Solandt, well-known scientist and administrator, 
Chairman of the Science Advisory Board of the Northwest Territories, Chairman 
of the Defence Research Board during the war and subsequently first Chaimman 


of the Science Council of Canada. 


* Geographical: The revolution in geographical mapping brought about 
by instrumentation and the computer will be revealed by William C. Wonders, 
Professor and Chaiman, Department of Geography and Chairman of the Boreal 
Institute, University of Alberta, author of numerous articles on the 


arts, 
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geography of northern Canada and editor of Canada's Changing North, and 
The Arctic Circle: Aspects of the North from the Circumpolar Nations. 

* Geological: Dr. Ray Thorsteinsson and Dr. J. William Kerr, 
research geologists of the Institute of Sedimentary and Petroleum Geology, 
Geological Survey of Canada, who have worked many years in the Arctic Islands 
and published important memoirs and articles, with special reference to oil 
and gas potential. 

* Biological: Scientific progress in the last hundred years will be 
the subject of Stewart D. MacDonald, Curator, Ethology Section, National 
Museum of Natural Sciences. A leading Canadian ornithologist and authority on 
Arctic wildlife, Dr. MacDonald has operated and directed the Museum's Research 
Station on Bathurst Island from 1968 until the present. 

* Meteorological - Climatological: Dr. Svenn Orvig, Professor of 
Meteorology and Dean, Faculty of Science, McGill University, will deal with 


Canada's heavy burden of responsibility for weather research in the North. 


RKEKEKKKKKK 


Tuesday Afternoon Session - August 12th 


SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS 

Chairman: Louis-Edmond Hamelin, Rector of the Université du Québec 
a Trois Riviéres, Québec. M. Hamelin was formerly head of the Centre 
d'Etudes Nordiques at Laval University and was an appointed member of the 


Northwest Territories Council. 
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* Ice, Snow, Permafrost: Dr. Elton R. Pounder, Professor of Physics 
at McGill University a pioneer in sea ice physics and founder of the continuing 
program, the McGill Ice Research Project. 

* Oceanographic: Dr. Maxwell J. Dunbar, Professor of Zoology at McGill 
University and founder of the McGill Marine Sciences Centre, who has worked 
extensively on marine biology in Canadian and Greenland waters, and on Arctic 
ecology. Author of Ecological Development in Polar Regions and Environment 
and Good Sense, Professor Dunbar will focus on the vital importance of Arctic 
Oceanography and recommend increased research in the north. 

* New Styles in Administration, since 1945: Frank Cserepy, Regional 
Superintendent of Local Government (Baffin Region) from Frobisher Bay, N.W.T. 
since 1976, who has worked in community development in Toronto, Calgary and 
throughout Manitoba. 

* The Inuit View: Senator Willie Adams, the first Inuk elected to 
the Northwest Territories Council, who became Canada's first Inuk parliamentarian 
when called to the Senate in 1977, will review changes in lifestyle of his 
people since government entered their lives in 1950 - with particular reference 
to education and employment. 

* Problems of Territorial Jurisdiction, since 1930: Donat Pharand, 
Professor of International Law, University of Ottawa will refer to other claims 
on the Arctic Islands and questions on the basis of Canadian sovereignty. He 
is author of numerous articles on maritime law as it related to Northern 


Canada, and the book The Law of the Sea in the Arctic with Special Reference to 


Canada. 
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Wednesday Morning Session - August 13th 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Chairman: Mrs. Huguette Labelle, Assistant Deputy Minister of Corporate 
Policy, Department of Indian and Northern Affairs, and previously Director 
General, Policy Research and Evaluation Division. She has served as an 
intermational consultant in health care planning and health science education. 

* Oil and Gas: Dr. Gordon H. Jones, Executive Director of Arctic 
Petroleum Operator's Association, will report on the venturesome quest for oil and 
gas, and the energy potential of the Arctic. Editor of Eastern Offshore News, 
he has been a participant in Arctic Islands oil exploration and drilling 
operations since their inception. 

* Minerals and Mining: Dr. D. C. Findlay, geologist at the Geological 
Survey of Canada, widely experienced in economic geology of mineral deposits 
who has recently been involved in Arctic resource evaluation will report on 
the potential for undiscovered mineral resources in parts of the explored 
parts of the Arctic archipelago. | 

* Government Controls and Environmental Concerns: Dr. Robert J.D.Page, 
Associate Professor of History and Co-ordinator of Environmental Resources 
Studies Program at Trent University will describe problems of boundaries 
jurisdiction, maintenance of environmental quality in the face of conflict and 
making management decisions about land use in a fragile environment. 

* The Inuit in an Era of Change: 

- Social, Medical, etc.: Dr. Milton M. R. Freeman, Professor of 

Anthropology at McMaster University Hamilton and currently Senior Science 
Adviser, Department of Indian and Northern Affairs who has written on Inuit society 


and ecology and edited Intermediate Adaptation in Newfoundland and the Arctic, 


A Strategy of Social and Econamic Development . From the perspective of the 


ai 


anthropologist, Dr. Freeman will speak of the changes which have occurred 
in the Inuit society during the past 100 years and offer prognoses as to their 
future. 

- Political: Peter Ittinuar, M.P., of Rankin Inlet, Canada's 
first Inuk Member of Parliament, an aspiring and diligent questioner in the 
House of Commons on behalf of the Inuit who received the right to vote as 
recently as 1960. Previously, he worked with Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, 
was elected to Parliament in 1979 and re-elected in 1980. NDP member 
for the new Northwest Territories riding of Nunatsiag, the nation's largest 
covering 2,230,000 square kilometres and nearly everything north of the tree 
line. 

- A Personal Perspective: Minnie Aodla Freeman, renowned Inuk 


writer, playwrite, poet and translater, and author of Life Among the Quallunaat. 


Wednesday Afternoon Session, August 13th 


ARCTIC CANADA AND THE CIRCUMPOLAR WORLD 
Chaimman: Dr. Morris Zaslow, Professor of History, University 
of Wester, Ontario. 

* Northern Canada Today: Dr. Graham W. Rowley, for many years 
Scientific Advisor to the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs, who has 
done important work on the Dorset Eskimo Culture and is co-author of 
The Circumpolar North. He will express his concern about the great gap 
existing between today's north and the normal economic restraints of the 


modern world - particularly as it affects the Inuit. 
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* Comparisons and Challenges: A recommendation that Canada again 
take the lead in intemationalizing polar science will be made by Dr. 
Trevor Lloyd, Emeritus Professor of Geography, McGill University, and founder 
and executive director of the Association of Canadian Universities for Northern 
Studies. Involved in many Arctic, geographic and scientific organizations 
over the past 40 years and author of numerous articles on Arctic geography, 
science and international aspects, Dr. Lloyd will review activities in the 
North polar regions in 1880, including the first ships to go through the 
Northwest Passage. | 

* The Arctic and Canadian Culture: Professor Thomas H. B. Symons, 
historian and founding President of Trent University, and Chairman of the 
Commission on Canadian Studies. Professor Symons is currently Vanier Professor 
at Trent University and Vice President of the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada. 


CLOSING REMARKS: Dr. Morris Zaslow, Conference Chaimnan 


- 30 - 


Please see attached: 
The Royal Society of Canada 
Ref: Robbin Frazer 
(613) 997-1211 
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA 


Was founded one year after the transfer 
of the Arctic Islands to Canada from Britain. 


The Society owes its origin mainly to the imagination and initiative 
of the Marquess of Lorne (later 9th Duke of Argyll), who was Governor General of 
Canada from 1878 to 1883. With his encouragement, a group of scholars met in 
Montreal in December 1881 to consider forming "A Society for the promotion of 
Literature and Science within the Dominion". On May 25, 1882 Lord Lorne welcomed 
members of the Society to the Senate Chamber in the Parliament Buildings and 


delivered the Inaugural Address. 
In 1883, many Canadians thought - and said - that the formation of a 


"learned" society of this sort in their country was premature. An Ottawa newspaper, 


commenting on the first annual meeting, observed, "Scarcely had we felled the 
trees of the forest before we are asked to make flower beds among the stumps." 
Despite the predictions the Society would be short-lived, it has continued to 
exist and, in an unostentatious manner, extended its influence and activities on 
behalf of science and the liberal arts in Canada. 

Among the charter members of 1882 were many who are still remembered 
as Canadian giants, and since 1882 a high proportion of the persons distinguished 
for learning and research in the Arts and Sciences in Canada have been Fellows of 
the Society. 

Now, near the end of its first Century, the Royal Society of Canada 
occupies an established place in the country's cultural life and can claim a 
record of valuable contributions to Canada. 


Executive Secretary: E.H.Pierre Garneau 


Telephone: 992-3468 
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